Margaret P. Grafeld Declassified/Released US Department of State EO Systematic Review 05 JUL 2006 



Message Text 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE 

PAGE 01 USUNN 01499 060034Z 

73 

ACTION 10-10 

INFO OCT-01 ISO-OO INT-05 EA-06 L-02 H-02 SS-15 SP-02 

NSC-05 CIAE-00 DODE-OO INR-07 NSAE-00 PA-01 USIA-06 

PRS-01 /063W 

031375 

R 052247Z MAY 75 
FM USMISSION USUN NEW YORK 
TO SECSTATE WASHDC 196 
INFO CINCPACREP GUAM UNN 



LIMITED OFFICIAL USE USUN 1499 

DEPT PLEASE PASS INTERIOR FOR DOTA & OMSN 

CINCPACREP FOR STATUS LNO 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UN TQ 

SUBJECT: MARIANAS PLEBISCITE: LETTER FROM FRIENDS OF MICRONESIA 
REF: USUN 1495 

1. TC SECRETARIAT HAS RECEIVED AND IS PLANNING TO CIRCULATE 
AS UN DOCUMENT APR 29 LETTER FROM STEPHEN MURRAY OF FRIENDS 
OF MICRONESIA REQUESTING TC TO "REQUIRE US GOVERNMENT TO 
CANCEL PLEBISCITE FOR NORTHERN MARIANAS" AND "TO DETERMINE 
THAT PLEBISCITE AS PRESENTLY PLANNED IS NOT LEGITIMATE ACT OF 
SELF DETERMINATION". WE PRESUME CIRCULATION OF LETTER WILL 
ENCOURAGE SOVIET REPS TO ASK UN LEGAL COUNCIL FOR RULING ON 
WHETHER PLEBISCITE WOULD CONSTITUTE ACT OF SELF DETERMINATION 
(REFTEL). 

2. TEXT OF LETTER FOLLOWS: 

QUOTE IN FULL AGREEMENT WITH THE RESOLUTION PASSED BY THE NUCLEAR 
FREE PACIFIC CONFERENCE HELD IN FIJI IN APRIL 1975, THE 
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TALLY CONCERNED WITH ISSUES AFFECTING MICRONESIA, REQUESTS 
THE TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL TO REQUIRE THE UNITED STATES GOV- 
ERNMENT TO CANCEL THE PLEBISCITE PLANNED FOR THE NORTHERN 
MARIANA ISLANDS ON JUNE 17, 1975. 

IN VIEW OF PREVIOUS TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL REQUESTS THAT THE 
UNITED STATES END SEPARATE NEGOTIATIONS WITH THE NORTHERN 
MARIANA ISLANDS, IN VIEW OF THE LACK OF OFFICIAL UNITED 
NATIONS SUPERVISION OF THE PLEBISCITE (THE PLEBISCITE COM- 
MISSIONER WILL BE APPOINTED BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED 
STATES), AND BECAUSE THE PROPOSED COVENANT OF COMMONWEALTH 
HAS NOT BEEN MADE AVAILABLE IN EITHER CHAMORRO OR CAROLINIAN, 
THE LOCAL LANGUAGES, THE FRIENDS OF MICRONESIA URGES THE 
TRUSTEESHIP COUNCIL TO DETERMINE THAT THE PLEBISCITE AS PRES- 
ENTLY PLANNED IS NOT A LEGITIMATE ACT OF SELF-DETERMINATION 
IN ACCORDANCE WITH RESOLUTIONS 1514 AND 2621 OF THE GENERAL 
ASSEMBLY. UNQUOTE 
SCALI 
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